
GREAT BOOKS
for Tweens

MarMarcus Vcus Veegga Da Doesn't Speoesn't Speakak
SpanishSpanish
by Pablo Cartaya
When Marcus gets suspended from
school for fighting, his mother takes
him and his brother to Puerto Rico to
visit relatives they have never met.
While there Marcus starts searching
for his father, who left ten years ago.

A Good Kind of TA Good Kind of Trroubloublee
by Lisa Moore Ramée
Strictly following the rules to pursue
her junior-high ambitions, 12-year-old
Shayla is forced to choose between
her education and her identity when
her sister joins the Black Lives Matter
movement in the wake of a powerful
protest.

TTo Night Owl fro Night Owl from Dom Dogfishogfish
by Holly Goldberg Sloan
A laugh-out-loud tale of friendship
and family, told entirely in emails and
letters, follows the experiences of two
12-year-old girls--one bookish and
fearful, the other fearless and
adventuresome--who are sent to
camp to bond when their fathers fall
in love.

Ghost boyGhost boyss
by Jewell Parker Rhodes
After seventh-grader Jerome is shot
by a police officer who mistakes his
toy gun for a real threat, he observes
the aftermath of his death and meets
the ghosts of other fallen black boys
including historical figure Emmett Till.

Springfield City Library
220 State Street
Springfield, Massachusetts 01103
413-263-6828
www.springfieldlibrary.org
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Look BLook Both Woth Waayys: A Ts: A Talalee
TTolold in Td in Ten Ben Bllockockss
by Jason Reynolds
A whimsical exploration of the role
detours play in life. A group of
students become so engaged in
everyday activities that they fail to
notice a school bus that has dropped
from the sky.

New KidNew Kid
by Jerry Craft
Seventh grader Jordan Banks loves
nothing more than drawing , but
instead of going to art school, his
parents send him to a prestigious
private school known for its
academics. Jordan turns out to be
one of the few kids of color and soon
finds himself between two worlds-and
not really fitting into either one.

Harbor MeHarbor Me
by Jacqueline Woodson
When six students are chosen to
participate in a weekly talk with no
adults allowed, they discover that
when they're together, it's safe to
share the hopes and fears they have
to hide from the rest of the world.

Aru Shah and The End ofAru Shah and The End of
TimeTime
by Roshani Chokshi
Twelve-year-old Aru stretches the
truth to fit in at her private school, but
when she is dared to prove an ancient
lamp is cursed, she inadvertently frees
an ancient demon.

FlFlying Lessons & Otherying Lessons & Other
StStoriesories
by Ellen Oh
An anthology of short stories explores
themes ranging from basketball
dreams and family fiascos to first
crushes and new neighborhoods, and
features stories from such leading
authors as Jacqueline Woodson and
Walter Dean Myers.
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