
GREAT BOOKS
for Fifth Graders

The First RThe First Rulule of Pe of Punkunk
by Celia C. Pérez
When her first day at a new school is
marred by a clash with a queen bee
and her punk-rock clothes violating
the dress code, 12-year-old Malú
listens to her dad's advice and
resolves to be herself.

RReeading Leading Levvel: Tel: T

Inside Out & Back AgInside Out & Back Againain
by Thanhha Lai
Through a series of poems, a young
girl chronicles the life-changing year
of 1975, when she, her mother, and her
brothers leave Vietnam and resettle in
Alabama.

RReeading Leading Levvel: Uel: U

The JumbiesThe Jumbies
by Tracey Baptiste
In a spine-tingling tale rooted in
Caribbean folklore, 11-year-old
Corinne must call on her courage and
an ancient magic to stop an evil spirit
and save her island home.

RReeading Leading Levvel: Uel: U

The Epic Origin of SuperThe Epic Origin of Super
PPotatotatoo
by Arthur Laperla
After Doctor Malevolent turns him into
a potato, Super Max must learn how
to fight crime as a vegetable. Super
Max may be gone . . . but it's Super
Potato's time to fly!

RReeading Leading Levvel: Rel: R

Springfield City Library
220 State Street
Springfield, Massachusetts 01103
413-263-6828
www.springfieldlibrary.org
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BBetty Betty Beforefore Xe X
by Ilyasah Shabazz
A powerful novel about Malcolm X's
wife Betty, written by their daughter,
describes how young Betty finds
purpose by volunteering for the
Housewives League in 1945 Detroit,
learning skills that inspires her future
as a Civil Rights icon.

RReeading Leading Levvel: Rel: R

WishtrWishtreeee
by Katherine Applegate
A wise old oak tree stands as the
"wishtree," where people write wishes
on cloth and tie them to her branches.
The tree helps the community
embrace differences when new
neighbors move in and are not
warmly welcomed.

RReeading Leading Levvel: Tel: T

CrCrenshaenshaww
by Katherine Applegate
Fearing his family will have to move
into their minivan when they suffer
another financial setback, Jackson
finds support and comfort through his
friendship with a giant imaginary cat.

RReeading Leading Levvel: Sel: S

In the FIn the Footootststeps of Creps of Crazyazy
HorseHorse
by Joseph Marshall
Jimmy McClean travels with his
grandfather, Nyles High Eagle, to
learn about his Lakota heritage while
visiting places significant in the life of
Crazy Horse, the nineteenth-century
Lakota leader and warrior.

RReeading Leading Levvel: Uel: U

The CarThe Cardboardboard Kingd Kingdomdom
by Chad Sell
A team of neighbor kids use their
imaginations and creativity to transform
cardboard materials into fantastical
homemade costumes that help them
navigate conflicts with friends, family
and their own identities.
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