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THE CITY OF SPRINGFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS

MAYOR CHARLES V. RYAN

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


CONTACT: Barbara J. Garvey

December 15, 2006






413-787-7891
PRESS RELEASE

Joint Press Conference between City of Springfield and the Springfield Museum Association (SMA)

Friday, December 15, 2006 in City Hall, Room 220 at 11am

Attending: Mayor Charles Ryan; Edward Pikula, City Solicitor; Emily Bader, Springfield Library Director; Lee Fogarty, Assistant Director; Helen Caulton Harris, Division Head; Patrick Markey, Chairman of the Library Commission, and members Barbara Garvey, Madeline Landrau, Sheila McElwaine, Vera O’Connor, and Rudolph Ruggeri.  From the SMA: Michael Wallace, Chairman of the Board, Joe Carvalho, President of the SMA, and David Shrair, Attorney for the Board

An agreement has been reached between the City and the Springfield Museums Association relative to the Mason Square Library: 1. The City will drop the law suit against the SMA regarding the Mason Square Library

2. The SMA will contribute $334,000 to help fund a new library at Mason Square 

With this settlement the City can now move forward to provide a satisfactory branch library for Mason Square.  As Mayor, I will convene a public meeting of the Mason Square Community to explore possibilities and locations for a library at Mason Square.  I have appointed a Steering Committee of nine persons, broadly representative of the Community – schools, neighborhood councils, community centers, and the City Libraries -to lead this endeavor.  The first meeting will be held on January 8, 2007 at the Martin Luther King, Jr. Youth Center.

1. Steering Committee Chairman: James Morton; 781-5640, x302

2 Kevin Kennedy, representing Cong. Richard Neal and the State St. Corridor project; 785-0325

3 Ben Swan, Jr., McKnight Neighborhood Council; 744-5819

4 Dora Robinson, Martin Luther King, Jr. Community Center; 746-3655

5 Liz Stevens, President, Mason Square Library Advisory Committee 736-2136

6 Mary Worthy, Principal of Deberry School; 787-7582

7 Emily Bader, Springfield Public Library; 263-6828, ext. 290 

8 Patrick Markey, Springfield Library Commission; 746-5512

9 Bud Williams, City Councilor; 748-7808

Members of the Mason Square community are invited to this public meeting on Monday, January 8, 2007 at 5:30 pm at the Martin Luther King, Jr., Youth Center, 3 Rutland St. Community Center on January 2007

�








36 Court Street · Springfield, MA  01103 · 413-787-6100


